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BOOK LAUNCH

Published by Puffin Books, 'The
Final Adventures of Professor
Shonku', is the  last volume of

Professor Shonku’s escapades, featur-
ing the classic sci-fi 
stories, along with the original artworks
by Satyajit Ray himself. In this last vol-
ume of Professor Shonku's escapades,
the brilliant and benevolent scientist
travels around the world once more to
face near death situations. Each experi-
ence is beautifully recorded in his diary.
Join the incredible Shonku on his many
exhilarating adventures, accompanied
by his two long-time friends, his feline
companion, Newton, and his faithful
retainer, Prahlad. Presented in a bril-
liant translation by Indrani Majumdar
and the late author, this volume brings
alive the imaginative world of the weird
Professor Shonku.

THE FINAL ADVENTURES
OF PROFESSOR SHONKU 

W O R D

ESTIVAL: 

means of or relating to the summer

Estival and festival
look so much alike
that you might think
they're very closely relat-
ed, but that isn't the case.
Estival traces back to 'aes-
tas', which is the Latin
word for ‘summer’

W A T C H

The amount of ice, the Earth has lost since 1994,
courtesy global warming. A latest study by  scientists
have revealed that the sea level rise could reach a metre
by the end of the century. The scientists analysed the
glaciers, mountains and ice sheets between 1994 and
2017 to measure the loss of ice coverage, and to identify
the impact of global warming.

28 trillion tons

THE IMPACT

1 Every centimetre of sea-level rise means about
a million people will be displaced from their
low-lying homelands, scientists have warned

2 The melting of ice is reducing the planet’s abili-
ty to reflect the solar radiation back into space,
they added

3 Meanwhile, the cold water from the glaciers is
disrupting the biological health of Arctic and
Antarctic waters significantly, while the loss

of the glaciers in the mountains is threatening the
fresh water sources, on which many local communi-
ties depend

FACTOID

SCIENTISTS SET NEW WORLD
RECORD FOR INTERNET SPEED
Scientists in the UK have claimed that they have achieved
the world's fastest internet data transmission rate, a speed
which would make it possible to download the entire Netflix
library in less than a second...

 The researchers from the
University College London
(UCL) in the UK achieved a data
transmission rate of 117788  tteerr-
aabbiittss  aa  sseeccoonndd,,  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess
ffaasstteerr  tthhaann  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  rreeccoorrdd

 The record is double the
capacity of any system current-
ly deployed in the world

 It was achieved by transmit-
ting data through a much wider
range of colours of light, or
wavelengths, than is typically
used in optical fibre, the
researchers said

The new record,
demonstrated in a lab,
is a fifth faster than
the previous world record
held by a team in Japan. At
this speed, it would take less
than an hour to 
download the data that made
up the world's first image of
a black hole, they said. The
speed is close to the theo-
retical limit of data transmis-
sion set out by American
mathematician, Claude
Shannon, in 1949
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Filmmaker James Gunn who introduced his 'Suicide
Squad' at a virtual event recently has said that the film
will be different  from  any other superhero movie ever

made. The first inside look into the world of Gunn's, 'Suicide
Squad', which is being described as a 1970s gritty war movie,
was unveiled at the virtual DC Fandome.

Terming the new Warner Bros film as a "sequel" to
John Ostrander's 1980s, 'Suicide Squad' comic-book
run, Gunn said, his favourite character back then
was Waller, who was "so different for the time in
terms of being a strong woman— an anti-hero, but
with both positive and negative attributes, and not
physically the same as everyone else portrayed in
the comic books”

ENTERTAINMENT

James Gunn introduces his 
'Suicide Squad'

Apple is set to open its third outlet in Singapore; it will be the
world's first floating retail store at Marina Bay Sands. According
to reports, the new Apple store will be housed in a sphere
floating on Marina Bay

WORLD'S FIRST FLOATING APPLE
STORE TO OPEN IN SINGAPORE

NEW VENTURE

Metro train services may resume from
Sept 1, reopening of schools unlikely

M etro train services may be allowed in
the 'Unlock 4' phase, beginning Sep-
tember 1, but schools and colleges are

unlikely to reopen anytime soon, officials have
said. The States, will, however, take the final
call on reopening the rapid transport networks,
depending on the coronavirus situation there.
Moreover, deliberations are underway on
whether to allow reopening of higher educa-
tional institutions, such as universities, IITs
and IIMs. No decision has been taken on the
matter yet, the officials added.

O scar-winning screenwriter John Ridley is
set to write a new Batman comic series,
in which the Dark Knight will not be

Bruce Wayne, but a completely different African-
American character.  He also hinted that the
focus of the comic series will be the family of
Lucius Fox, head of the Wayne Enterprises.

Metro servic-
es were sus-
pended in
late March to
combat the
spread of
the novel
coronavirus

Fox's character has been essayed by
Hollywood veteran, Morgan Freeman, in
Christopher Nolan's, ‘The Dark Knight’
trilogy, and in the ‘Batman Begins’ video
game The comic book mini-series will
release next year in January

John Ridley penning new Batman comic series

FROM BOOKS TO SCREEN 
THE WINDS
OF WAR: 
'The Winds of
War and War and
Remembrance' by
Herman Wouk
will
soon be
adapted
into a 

limited series by actor-
writer, Seth MacFarlane.
'Winds of War' follows the
story of an American fami-
ly's journey across the con-
tinents during the turbulent
times of World War-II

BETWEEN THE WORLD 
AND ME: 
Ta-Nehisi Coates', 'Between the
World and Me', featuring Oprah
Winfrey, Angela Bassett and Alicia
Garza- founder of 'Black Lives

Matter', among others, is
all set to be adapted into
a film. Written in the
form of a letter to his
son, 'Between the World
and Me', was published in
2015. This non-fiction
book is a bold yet per-
sonal literary work that
explores America's racial
history

THROTTLE: 
King of Horror,
Stephen King's
2009, novella,
'Throttle' is
being
adapted
into a fea-
ture. Co-
authored
by

Stephen King and Joe Hill,
'Throttle', follows a father-son
duo who lead a biker gang that
is terrorised by a rig truck
driver in America

YOU BENEATH YOUR SKIN: 
This psychological thriller written by
Damayanti Biswas will be adapted
into a multi-part drama series. Set

in New Delhi, the book fol-
lows Anjali Morgan, an
Indian-American psychi-
atrist, raising an autis-
tic son, and Jatin Bhatt,
an ambitious police
commissioner. When a
horrific crime spree hap-
pens, both of them are
caught in it and have to
face their past and
unveil new secrets

H undreds of solid gold coins,
stashed away in a clay vessel for
over a thousand years, were

unearthed in central Isreal recently.
According to the Israel Antiquities Authority,
the treasure trove
was discovered on
August 18 by a few
teenagers, who vol-
unteered at an exca-
vation site, where a
new neighbourhood is being built. The iden-
tity of the owner is still a mystery, but the
investigation has revealed that the area
where the clay vessel was found, once
housed workshops. It is believed the person,
who hid the coins, was hoping to retrieve
them, as the vessel was secured with a nail.

As many as 425, 24-carat pure gold coins were
unearthed from the site. Most of them date to
the Abbasid period, around 1,000 yrs ago

WHATSAPP TO INTRODUCE 
RINGTONE FOR GROUP CALLS

WhatsApp is rolling out features, like a ringtone for group
calls, new sticker animation, and user interface (UI) im-
provements for calls with its latest Android beta update.

WhatsApp has also introduced a new type for animation stickers.
The animation will play in a loop up to eight times and will have
a lesser loop time.

 The messaging app is also look-
ing forward to improving UI for
voice calls. In the new UI, all the
buttons are moved to the bottom
of the display
 Additionally, WhatsApp is said
to be working on revamping the
calling screen as well
 The Facebook-owned messaging app is mulling changes, such
as moving all the icons that are otherwise present in the middle
of the screen to the bottom of the screen

UNEARTHED

TECH BUZZ

Schools in the post-Covid world
From PPE-adorned teachers
checking temperatures and
restrictions on the students,
to classrooms armed with
sanitisers and social
distancing measures,
schools across the world
have opened up with almost
‘military style’ checks and
precautionary care

Will this be the NEW NORMAL for Indian
schools too? Are we prepared to handle this
level of care in schools? Share your views at

TOINIE175@GMAIL.COM

THE 
BIG Q

Hundreds of solid gold
coins discovered in Israel

https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home.aspx
https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home.aspx


It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of

Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the class-

room. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!02

O
n August 4 the students of
St. Augustine's Day
School, Shyamnagar,
along with their friends

and families attended a one-of-its-
kind virtual investiture ceremo-
ny of the student council for the
session 2020/21. This was an event
that was reflective of the ground
realities during the Coronavirus
pandemic.

Organized on the Google Meet
platform, the event was aimed
handing over charge to the pres-
ent student council from the for-
mer student council body, and
boosting their morale in the face
of the continuing uncertainty
caused by the pandemic. Due to
the Covid-19 outbreak, the in-per-
son investiture ceremony had to
be cancelled this year, but that did
not stop the St. Augustine's man-
agement from putting up an ex-
cellent show.

Notable figures like the guest
of honour for the event, IPS offi-
cer Debasish Boral, and the edi-
torial head of Times NIE, were
present virtually alongside other
distinguished dignitaries includ-
ing the CEO, Amitava Chowdhury,
president of the institution, Janet
Gasper Chowdhury, principal AD
Gomes and other guests and teach-

ers who made the occasion truly
special.

There were over 150 students
and teachers from the senior
school who witnessed this unique
programme as the present class
XII students took over the charge
of the student council body from
the previous class XII students and

promised to abide by the school
rules to carry out their duties
fruitfully and ultimately con-
tribute towards the progress of the
school.

The newly elected student
council include school captain
Sagnic Basu and vice-captains Ri-
tam Dey and Tisha Gupta, along-

side two house prefects from each
house — Abhi Singh and Zaid Ja-
mal from Netaji House, Sneha
Ghosh and Shalini Roy from
Vivekananda House, Anandan
Biswas and Manir Ranjan Kundu
from Tagore House and Soumi
Paul and Suvangi Sur from AJC
Bose House.

The St Augustine's manage-
ment also held the same pro-
gramme for the junior prefects for
the middle school from class VIII
and also Sunbeams (prefects from
the primary section) to build im-
promptu leadership skills from the
basic level. The best part is that
everything was held online.

As the school vision suggests,
"With the winds of change we as-
pire to create a learning environ-
ment, inculcate values and pro-
mote all round excellence to build
global citizens", the online cele-
bration cheered the students'
morale up, given the fact that the
students have been through a chal-

lenging time and have shown
tremendous resilience. These test-
ing times call for unique leader-
ship skills and the student council
has taken an oath to stand strong
against every obstacle and lead the
way for their peers and juniors
alike towards a better tomorrow.

- Ritam Dey

St Augustine's Day School, Shyamnagar holds virtual investiture ceremony

Slogan Contest creates
awareness about eye care

T
imes NIE in association with Disha Eye Hospitals

held a state-wide slogan writing competition

recently. Keeping in mind the new method of

online studies and the constant viewing of mobile

and computer screens, the theme of the competition was

"Eye-The Window to a Better Life" where students were

asked to send in their entries on why our eyes are impor-

tant within a maximum of 25 words. 

The contest was held in two categories : Group A for

classes VI to VIII and Group B for classes IX to XII. More

than 5000 students from over 25 schools participated in

the contest where they expressed their creativity through

meaningful self-composed quotes and short verses.

Revealing that this was the first time they had organ-

ised such a slogan contest for students, Dr. Debasish

Bhattacharya, chairman and managing director, Disha Eye

Hospitals, thanked The Times of India and the over 5000

participants for their expertise in this wonderful contest.

“Working with the future citizens on such a noble issue

was a very satisfying experience for us at Disha. Most of

the slogans were eyeopeners and selecting the best of

bests was an uphill task.”

His message to the youth of today was, “In the world

of digital technology, we are drowned in information but

are shrinking in wisdom and humanity. We appreciate that

this effort from all of us has decluttered information and

invited humanity for a more beautiful life, precisely.”

The top five winners from each group have bagged

exciting prizes. All participants will receive a free eye

check up at Disha Eye Hospitals. 

G R O U P A GROUP B

W I N N E R S C O N S O L AT I O N W I N N E R S C O N S O L AT I O N

1 st PRIZE

Useless to the dead, 

Priceless to the blind, 

Eyes neither die, 

Nor do they lie.

- Monojit Banerjee, Class

VI, Ruby Park Public School

1 st PRIZE

Eye can and eye will.

- Soham Ganguly, Class XII,

DPS Megacity

Just like roots enable

a plant to grow into a

beautiful tree, nerves

inside our eyes

enable vision, opening

the path to this beau-

tiful world.

- Purbesha Mondal,
Class VII, St. Xavier's

Institution

Let your eyes

embolden and illumi-

nate a million more

eyes to see the new

in the world they

knew before.

- Abhipsa Mukherjee,
Class XII,  

Techno India Group
Academia 

Our aspiration, our soul ;

Our life, our goal :

Auspicious blessings come

with the divine light ;

Which enters through

the windows of eyes.

- Saraswat Bhowmik, 
Class VII, Mount Litera Zee

School Howrah

Save your eyes for a

better tomorrow

Else you forever have

to live in sorrow

- Manvi Jha, Class VIII,
Agrasain Balika Siksha

Sadan

We have two precious eyes.

Always care them very nice.

We should keep it clean and

bright.

Get better eyes for better life.

For healthy vision eat Vitamin A.

Don't ignore get it checked by

today.

- Samriddha Chakraborty, Class VI,
BBIT Public School

You never know the impor-

tance of an eye until you lose

the vision. Protect your eyes

to enjoy, to be awed and

enthralled.
- Arunabha Ghoshal, Class VII,

Techno India Group Public School,
Konnagar

Eyes - our ultimate detec-

tor by being a pair of

Sherlock Holmes and

Feluda together...

- Samadrita Sharma, Class IX, 
St.Augustine's Day School,

Barrackpore

The world and its problems

only exists in our eyes, so let

the rays of positivity touch

our shining soul through our

glittering eyes amidst the

darkness around.

- Kausani Pyne, Class IX,
Gokhale Memorial Girls’ School  

Learning through your

own vision is

The best education pos-

sible

- Ahana Datta, Class XI,
Shri Shikshayatan School 

Don't let your vision fade,

Or else you will miss the

colour shade.

Don't let your vision fade, 

Or else your world will

desaturate.

Don't let your vision fade,

Go lend yourself an aid.

- Harsh Patel, Class X, Holy
Rock School 

2 nd PRIZE

Two eyes to care

And if not

Then none to share

A person with no eyes

With whole world he sees black

Dies twice.

- Prachya Majumder, Class VII,
Vivekananda Mission School

3 rd PRIZE

Let's learn to express with our

eyes,

Because those sweet smiles

Will remain wrapped under the

masks,

Courtesy Corona files.

- Ansh Manchanda, Class VI, Sri Sri
Academy

4 th PRIZE

Eyes: The frontline war-

riors of our heart and

soul.

- Abhigyan Choudhary, Class
VI, Birla High School

5 th PRIZE

Life without Eyes is like

Burgers without Fries.

- Ranggan Bhattacharya,
Class VII, DPS Ruby Park

3 rd PRIZE

Eyes are very precious. It will

make a weak man mighty and

a mighty man fall. It will fill

your heart or leave you with

nothing at all.

- Pankaj Agarwal, Class IX, DPS
Megacity 

4 th PRIZE

God gave us eyes, to see the

colours and the beautiful morning

due. 

Bright shades of Red, White,

Green and Blue. 

Red for the blood shed by the soldiers,

And White for the peace for which they died. 

Green for the nature which has turned pale, 

And Blue for the sky, now all grey. 

Let's end the wars, and bring back the joy in nature, 

Let's be the change, let's be the difference, let's live and

let's nurture.
- Pritika Agarwal, Class XII, DPS Ruby Park

5 th PRIZE

Pass the privilege of vision to

another before you depart and

allow them to view the world

from a new perspective.

- Srijita Marick, Class X, Indus
Valley World School

2 nd PRIZE

The world is so beautiful I
heard
I want to see it
But a little help of yours
I seriously need it.

- Anubhav Majumdar, Class XI, DPS
Ruby Park


